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[GG] R. Aha in the name of R. Samuel bar 
Nahman: “A scroll which is not covered by a 
cloth — one turns it over toward the side 
containing the writing, so that that side 
containing the writing will not be exposed.” 


In the case of the double letters of the alphabet, one writes the first 
ones at the beginning and middle of a word, and the second [final 
forms] at the end. 


If one did otherwise, the scroll is invalid. 


In the name of R. Mattenaiah b. Heresh they have said, “Those letters 
— M,N,S, P, K [that appear in two forms] — were revealed as a law 
to Moses at Sinai.” 


What are the meaning of these letters? 


R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Samuel, R. Isaac, “““What the seers have 
prepared for you.’” 


[F] Who are these seers? 


[G] There is the following story: On a cloudy day, on which sages did 
not come to the meetinghouse, the children came in and said, “Let 
us hold a session, so that the study time will not be lost.” 


[H] They said, “What is that which is written: [Two kinds of] M, N, S, 
P, K? It means, “From saying [of the Lord] to saying, from Faithful 
to the faithful, from the Righteous One to the righteous, from the 
Mouth to the mouth, from the Palm of the hand of the Holy One, 
blessed be he, to the palm of the hand of Moses.” 


[I] The sages made note of them, and all of them grew up to be great. 
[J] They say that R. Eliezer and R Joshua were among them. 


[K] R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Hiyya bu Ba and R. Simon both 
say, “As to the Torah as it was written in former generations, 
the He as they wrote it and the Mem as they wrote it were not 
closed. Lo, the Samekh as they wrote it was closed.” 


[L] R. Simon and R. Samuel bar Nahman both say, “The men 
of Jerusalem would write ‘Jerusalem’ as ‘to Jerusalem’ and 
[sages] did not scruple in this regard.” 


[M] “Along these same lines, ‘north’ was written ‘to the north,’ 
and ‘south’ was written ‘to the south.” 


